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This book has been produced in 2011 by the
Friends of Chevin Forest Park with the financial
support of the Heritage Lottery Fund through a
project called “Chevin Through Time”. The
White House and Jenny’s Cottage are the two
best known buildings on the Chevin, even
though the latter building was demolished in
the mid-1970s, and this stimulated us to
produce two short publications to help keep
their special memories alive.

We apologise if there are any inaccuracies in this
publication or other information not included. If
you want to provide any additional facts which
you think are worth adding please contact us at
admin@chevinforest.co.uk

A big “Thank You” to Otley Museum for providing
many of the photographs and original documentary
evidence, and also to Barbara Winfield for carrying
out much of the detective work.

The “Chevin Through Time” project has seen a
number of volunteers come together to help
research the history of Chevin Forest Park and to
identify and archive important historical documents.
It is intended that the results of this research will be
made more widely available through the Friends of
Chevin Forest website www.chevinforest.co.uk and
stimulate more interest in researching this
fascinating piece of land overlooking the market
town of Otley.

We hope you enjoy the publications

"

Il' oV iUy,

Tom Crowther

Chair of the Friends of Chevin Forest

The contents of this book are not to be reproduced without permission
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destination for visitors to the Chevin from near and far,
being well known for its refreshments and hospitality. It
was situated on the Chevin Ridge at Surprise View and was
also known as Chevin Top House or Farm, Jenny Hill Farm
and Beacon House. The building was demolished in 1976,
but a small part of the foundations can be seen in the area
that now houses the Chevin Rangefinder.

: ...1 _'"';“'_1 1 e
A e BT
o N | 3

T el gens A
‘if:"'."--‘ o e -

e,

e
- -
=

.

i
e

-

.

e, !



Before the 1780’s, the Chevin was “common land” which local people were free to use to graze
their livestock and to collect food, fuel and building materials.
Under the Otley Enclosure Act of 1783, common land was divided up and allotted to local

landowners and required to be enclosed by walls or fences to mark the boundaries.

The plot on the summit of the Chevin where Jenny’s Cottage later stood was given to Edmund
Barker, of Potternewton Hall, Leeds, who came from a well known Otley family and who is buried
in Otley Parish Church.
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Although now in private ownership, the ancient footpaths
passing through the property continued to be used by
people travelling to and from Carlton, Guiseley and

beyond, as set out in the Enclosure Award:- E

“And we have set out and appointed and do hereby award the following public
Footroads to be forever continued as set forth and described in the Plan hereunto
annexed, and we award that sufficient stiles shall be made in all the Fences that
cross the said Roads by the Owners of the said Fences respectively. That is to
say; A Footroad leading from the Top of Whitley Crofts southward through Henry
Wilson’s Allotment marked with the number 110 to and through the Allotment of
the Vicar of Otley, to and over Intack Road, through the west sides of Mary
Hardcastle, Wm. Jackson and John Ritchie’s Allotments, also through the
respective Allotments of Lawrence and Thomas Flesher and Edmund Barker to

" Guiseley Boundary as the same hath usually heretofore run. One other Footroad
branching from the last mentioned road in John Ritchie’s Allotment and leading
south eastward through the said Allotment and the Allotment of Edmund Barker
to Carlton Road.”

When Edmund Barker died in 1789, he bequeathed the
land to his brother Henry, who in turn left it to
Edmund’s daughters, Ann and Sarah, when he died in
1807. Ann married Robert Ray and Sarah married
Robert Oliver and, remarkably, their descendants
retained the ownership until the early 1970’s.
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The official name of Jenny’s Cottage, “Beacon House”, reflects the
origins of the building. Otley Chevin was designated as one of a chain
of beacons established as a nationwide communication system around
the end of the eighteenth century when invasion by the French was
threatened. The nearby “Beacon Hill” (400m west of Jenny’s
Cottage) is probably where the original beacon was sited, as this it the
highest point of the ridge and would have been clearly visible to the
next beacon sites in the chain i.e. Beamsley, Almscliff Crag and
Scarcroft Moor.
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A small shelter for the beacon keepers was built on the top of the
Chevin Ridge and in 1799 the beacon keeper, said to be a John
Tillotson, employed three men to help make the beacon ready by
collecting timber, tar and other combustibles.
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“A typical beacon light and a plan and elevation ~— = -~
of the accompanying hut (presumably the fuel i
store and shelter for the beacon’s crew)”
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The earliest known tenants of Beacon House, or Chevin Top Farm, were
Joseph and Jane Myers, both born in Norwood, above Otley. Joseph
was a “hind” or agricultural labourer and would have been employed to
farm the land around where the house stood. His wife, Jane, was
known as Jenny and the building became known as “Jenny’s Cottage”
or “Jenny Hill Farm”.

—
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Beacon House can be seen marked on this Joshua Thorp map of
about 1831, but was not on his 1821 map. This perhaps gives
us some idea of when it started to be a farm.




In 1900 an Otley resident, John
McLandesborough, published his reminiscences
of his boyhood in Otley in the 1820’s and 1830’

and gives us a first hand account of Beacon
House and Jenny Myers:-

= -

“Beacon House, in my younger days, was

occupied by a hind and his wife named Myers,
in the service of the late John Hartley, senr. of
Otley Corn Mill. His wife Jenny Myers was

known to all residents and to many visitors to
Otley, few of whom had not derived pleasure
from her kindness. She would lend her china
and find boiling water for those requiring tea
and who were provided with the needful
requisites. In cases of picnics and parties
visiting the Chevin, she would, if possible,
allow them to have tea and dance in the barn

attached to Beacon House.”

"Otley in the Twenties - Some recollections of boyhood by the late John McLandesborough - A
native™ (Reprinted by Otley Museum 1981)
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It seems that the hospitality of Jenny Myers

to the many visitors to the Chevin top
formed the foundations of the later very
- popular and successful tea rooms which
. continued for the next 140 years.




After the death of Joseph Myers in the 1850’s, the farm
was let to David and Elizabeth Miller, who stayed there

about ten years. He was also a farm hind or agricultural
labourer, and at one time had worked on the Farnley
Hall estate.
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At this time the building was quite small, comprising just
two rooms and a dairy. The nearby “Miller Lane”, which
_ : was the main cart track to the farm leading from East

PR S Chevin Road, is said to have taken its name from them - it

! J} was previously known as “Carlton Road”.
By = )




An article called “Yorkshire Rambles”, published in the Leeds
Mercury in 1872, makes references to the farm and the fact that
the Millers continued the tradition of serving refreshments to
visitors :-

I . “A good cup of tea with fresh eggs and cap:itaf. cream can be

i 1 had at a small house on the Chevin Top. Cultivation has

P extended to the summit of this elevation, a ploughed field at the

& back of the house being sown with barley, which grows short in

— = the straw but is said to bear well in the ear”
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In the late 1870’s Thomas Veal moved to Chevin Top
Farm with his wife and family. He was born in
Bolton-upon-Swale, North Yorkshire, where his father
was an agricultural labourer. Thomas had worked as a
farm servant for a while in his teens. Prior to taking
over the tenancy, he was employed as a coachman,
first in York and then in Otley, and was a relatively
inexperienced farmer.

ol T
With the numbers of tourists visiting the area
increasing after the opening of the railway line to
Otley in the 1860's, Thomas obviously saw the
financial benefits of establishing more permanent
“refreshment rooms”. He made extensive
alterations to the building, adding tea rooms on
the east side, a store room and a cafe to the rear
or south side, and bedrooms.
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He built up a successful business and stayed there for

e T R : over twenty years. It is said that he saved his profits
%+ Fiaa - . o | ==  inateapot and with them he built what is known as
smmals —ae B o ([T ~- == “Teapot Row”, off Leeds Road.
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After leaving Chevin Tnp Farm in 1907 he went on
to live in Sugar Street, Otley, and died in 1924 aged
87 years. In Kelly’s 1877 and 1881 Trade

Dlrectnnes he is also listed as a Tobacco Dea Ier.

S

' 1891 Consus: Crown Cop
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On the 27th of September 1907, Charles Kirk, a wheelwright
who had previously been living and working in Yeadon, signed a
tenancy agreement for “Chevin Top Farm”.

e

Agreement with Mr Charles Kirk for yearly tenancy of Chevin Top Farm

Between Herbert Greenwood Teale, Leeds, Solicitor for Ray and agent for the Hon. Edward
Algernon Fitzroy of Foxhill, West Haddon, Rugby and Charles Kirk of Yeadon, Wheelwright

Agree to let Farmhouse, Stable, Mistal and other buildings and land
known as Chevin Top Farm, lately in the occupation of Thomas Veal

Yearly rent of £65 payable on 2 August and 2 February

Must keep all fences, walls, ditches, drains etc and inside of the said
farmhouse in good repair and condition

Once in every three years to paint in a workmanlike manner all the
inside wood and ironwork usually painted with two coats of good and
proper oil paint and to colour and whitewash all such parts of the said
premises as are usually coloured and whitewashed.

To consume in as far as practicable all the roots, crops, fodder, hay and
straw upon the premises and for any part thereof sold off the premises
te bring back the equivalent in good manure.

To use the manure thereon and to keep the lands in good heart and
condition and cultivate, manure and manage the same according to the
most approved course of husbandry.

Ray and Fitzroy Estate Documents (West Yorkshire Archives) P

R o - e ST :
~ ~  Charles Kirk only stayed at the farm for two years.
- ® . - Perhaps he did not take to farming life or maybe he
=" - r-l-ll."'_ " & found the location too isolated - it is said he slept

| S Wpnal = m - with a shotgun over his bed!
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From September 1909 until the late 1950’s the
tenancy of Beacon Hill Farm was held by
successive generations of the Blackburn family.

1 1 =

Senior Blackburn moved to the farm in late
1909 with his wife, Mary Hannah, and his
children, Jane (15) and John (12). He had
previously been a well known pork butcher in
Newmarket, Otley and had always been
successful at local shows with his hams and

home cured bacon.
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Recalling her early days at the farm, Jane
remembers that it was not an easy life :-
“there was no electricity or water in those ’__gT_J,_ -
days. If we wanted water we had to carry it =~ "
across the field from a pump”. When the -~
weather was really bad they were unable to
use their horse and cart to get to Otley for
- essential provisions :- “as a young girl | had
. to carry food up the Chevin from town”.
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Fenny's bill,

Ew visitors lo Diley can (ail to be Wopressed wilh the imposin
!l—,uldm:r of ihe Offey Chawvin, widch rises 26 fecd Hie & senil
1o the south of the town, Iy uppniicenoe ahls 2 cliarm lo the
valley 1hat camond: be overraled, 8l no visitar should leave (he
diatricl witbhoul ascending opeal iheeas ¥ inclines thal lead 1o the sammil.
There are af beasl lhree excelleni imelhods by which ihis may be
accoinplished.  The (ld road ap the Basl Chewii leading vul of Bondgate
may b Bsken, Berping bboihe cight thiougly' Miller Lase when aboot a
mile fiom the Grwn [ o the sisier climh gp ihe Wl Chevin al (he
apposile end of Birdcage Wall may b e becopiahic, a8 sllording an
engicr prodient.  Hore ihe visibor shiould Doeil 86 o lefi (wice wlion aboisi
Ihres-quarbers ol & s away. e Uaicd foute s up the shorier bul
sleeper incline,; e cnitrance ko w hieh W tmmediatel Bpposile the ond of
v wooden bridpe (hi! spags the milway Doy 111: stallon.  'This ia
abant 4 twenty.minutes ¢climb  On all (lires foads are comfoctable resting
placed, aod @l lead o Jenny's Hill, froonp where 3 femarkable serprise
view of the valleyof He Wharfe 14 10 he obtalined, lhe foest in the dletriok,

Al ihe simmit is Jenny's Hill Coflige, ‘where the visiior will fnd every
sccommasdation ta meet his bodily needs and to relrash him afler hia stidl
pull op the hill. Here he may st and bask n the sunshine, whilsl mine
tosl=—Sruiar Blackburn, who i mrll'.' tately taken over (he munages
ment—will provide b with anglhong he clay Feguire

An excellant bed 18 provided [ae e modesloutley of 8d.. of willi| ham
and eges 1. Relreshmends of & lighter kiod are ales in ceadiness, and
gverything may be relled upon a8 being of ihg best thie goabity - ¥,
Hizekbarm 19 gkilled in the arl of 4'-ll['lll1j{, g he is .:ﬂ“:m;:n: [TH]
pravitling for large parties, who will find thal coopled with giaHiy are
very moderale prices.  Visitors frum Leeds dod Guiseloy will find the
Chevin eday ol aceess [rom the W lermlons 3l Guiseley,  Afler alight-
g, ke Thio roule past the Posl Gilide, and born wp the bill to the el
Then lake Hie bt pally acrots lhe belds near the garricy,
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REFRESHMENT HOUSES RECOMMINDED,

OTLEY.
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. Otley and District Guide Book by H.W. Ogle c. 1924
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~ hut with a let down side, which resembled a caravan,

Over the years Senior Blackburn and his family worked
together to develop the farm and tearoom. They were
renowned for their welcoming hospitality and for
providing quality refreshments at reasonable prices.
They even offered a “large ground for games”. One
satisfied customer said :- “an excellent tea is provided
for the modest outlay of 8d....or with ham and eggs 1s.

6d. Mr Blackburn is skilled in the art of catering and he
is accustomed to providing for large parties”.

ﬂﬂ-ﬂ-

_ According to the late Reg Rawhng, former Head Forester
of the Danefield Estate, “Mr Blackburn renamed the
place ‘Surprise View’. This was painted on the roof and
‘TEAS’ in large letters on the front wall. He erected a

from which he sold aerated waters from the type of
bottle with the glass stopper in it.”




After her marriage to Robert Slater, Jane and her
husband continued to live with her parents at Chevin
Top Farm, helping to provide refreshments for the
many visitors. According to Jane, “the cottage was
very popular with visitors. It had the reputation
that the doors were never shut. Whatever the
weather, people called in for a cup of tea and a
snack. We were visited by people from all over the
world”.
The farm and tea room would have been especially
busy in the summer time, with many people enjoying
picnics, climbing the rocks or taking part in the local
tradition of bilberry picking.
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Senior Blackburn left Chevin Top Farm on September the 23rd, 1934 after 25
years, and went to live in Whitely Croft Road, Otley with his wife Hannah, and
his daughter Jane and her husband. Senior Blackburn died in 1937 aged 66.
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25 YEARS ON OTLEY CHEVIN

MR. BLACKBURN'S MEMORIES

SEEING WHARFEDALE N MOONLIGHT

Twanty-fve yaars on Otisy Chewin i the houss (hal porches, K 4 Iy outpost of the
fow, high on (e crown of the wing-swepl W is an expenence wivich most peopia wouid
avivy bt mod affmmpt (o emulite

if i airmost thil lengih of bme smce Mr and Mre Senror Blackbum BT Mair ponk
Durdchar's busness in Mewmarkal snd moved into the houss on the Al koown fo mos!
pacole a5 Jany's Coftage. Acfuaiy & iz nol a coftege, but & farm of some 70 acras, wilh
e [te of Bescon Houss Famm Now thay have redurnad infs (he fown 10 apend & walt
samad refivamand i [ess bolsierods suroundings ihan the lop of iy Chéwwi

Lrorme Perlle

But Mr. Bisckburm does naf agree ihal his mevw surroundings will be move afiraciive or
fmovre pleaaanf. Expanances hdve focked m uped fim dunng hig fong 4oell of e o (he
hill-fop Hi his haen gnosid up m thi house for fvee winkks 8f & glreleh, osf fany fmas
#t the fivck fogs which fraguantly enshrowd the hill and. because of ihe isgdaled posiion of
“enny’s’ Fe fhes Rad mom than he norrmal load of irowble Vel e i enifusaihc aboil i
!

"I have had fofs of expanancas bobh rowgh and smaoth, lod of hard wevk and glenfy of
good fun, " said Mr. Blackburm o & "Wharfedale Dbsérver” mpoder He lold of the fiece
shovms of wind, ram v s wihich have swead Chewn fop diang hig me, Snow hae
often converad the lops of Mha willy and o0 one occason “Jenny's™ wes cid off from the
Royally inn, 150 yards away on Yorkpale, for lhvas weaks o & sirefeh

Fog has baen the chvel dangear owing fo fhe sfeap fals and rocks which abound » e
irme. Mr Blackiurm was iosl for an bour one foggy nphl when ha had Dan wisiting fis
msares] npighbopr af the Royaily inn and afemphed b walk acenss thve Gelg homs. e
dvanfually had fo foliow the fedd wal for ainechion

On many Gocasions the waathor wis so bad as o pravent Mr. BlackBurm L e T
harse and frap bo oo Bis cusiomery shopping & Offey. He had Men o wall info the lown
ad Gy e ioad o s Dack, somisimes hivng 0 mpke fao o Bree jounmheys e (he
stewp path in the migdls of the fuill

A Scarn

. Bisckburm scoffed &f ihe mantas of lomelress and ghos! scaves Y hdve walkad
hame from Ofley st alf hoiurs of the day and night and anly once been scarsd, Thal was &
e dapth of wikler when a fox ran rght Lnder my rose and yapped’ If made my hair
slaind on wnd

Ha added (hal the preveons fanant of Jemmy’s Corlage siepl with & gun festemed over
fus bad W8 Aave pone io bed many & might will! e dogr uniocked, * He said

v, Biackbirn ssid he Apd never grown lired of e penoramic vew from (he lop of ihe
Chewm, and e sfated that the joumey (0 (he fog vwas a5 popuiar foday 25 ever if had
Dadn, and wall worth the fnouble. Thoss who heve medae (he pognmage and pgansken of
ihe homaly progucts on the Blackbum tes-fabile wall put up badfy hends in agresmant

“Diamonds in the Moonlight”

- Mr. Blackbum’s advics i3 o soe the wiw on & clear, brigh!, moorlight might. Yoo wil
gea more diamonds than ever there were in Kimberiey, " he sad. Peoplé did not realiss
how beauliful was the scens, probably because if was on their doorstep and they did nol
bothar to find if oul. Ha contended (hal the scane af night nvalled Blackpood dluminations

Ha felis the slory of a Laeds man who as laking in the view, and asked how long the
view had bean ihere He hed baen 6 Swizerand fve imes, Re said, for the scenery. and
fad not seen anything more impressive than Wharfedale from tha Chewvin

Mr And Mrs. Biackbum celebrated the 47 anniversary of thair wedding on
Wednesday. Their only son, John, has laken over the lenancy of Jeany's Coltape

Wt L Avades Obesver 19 Oofobes 1034



The tenancy was passed to Senior Blackburn’s son, John and his
wife Edith, who lived there with their three children, Mary, Cyril
and Jack. They continued to run the farm and cafe until 1945.
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At this time there were several wooden bungalows and caravans in
the field at the back of the farm. One of these belonged to the

Lusardi family from Leeds. Anita Mason, nee Lusardi, has vivid i
 memories of being evacuated to her grandfather’s bungalow at the SRS

beginning of the Second World War, and the wonderful times they had SX™
exploring the Chevin and playing on the rocks. -
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